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DENMARK DISTRICT HOSPITAL 

678. Mr R.H. COOK to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the new $18 million Denmark District Hospital, funded by the previous government and officially 
opened in February this year.  

(1) Can the minister confirm that only 11 aged-care beds have been opened since February�half the 
number in the initial plans for this hospital? 

(2) Why has the number of aged-care beds been reduced by half? 
(3) What are the reasons for the delay? 
(4) When does the minister anticipate the additional beds will be made available? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 
(1)-(4) I am glad that the member asked me this question, because the former government was quite duplicitous 

about the expectations it raised within the Denmark community for hospital beds. I can provide 
documentary proof from the previous government that although 22 beds were to be built, only 11 beds 
would be made available in the first instance. Only 11 beds! It was the member�s government that, in 
building those 22 beds�correctly anticipating those needs for the future�said that it was going to open 
only 11 beds. Additional beds are needed, but those beds are funded by the commonwealth government. 
Our country health service, particularly in the south west region � 

Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 
Dr K.D. HAMES: The member for Albany should not be talking after what he has been doing in Albany; he has 
a lot to answer for down there!  
Several members interjected. 
Dr K.D. HAMES: I wish you would ask me a question because I am ready for you, boyo!  
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Order, members! 
Dr K.D. HAMES: I am waiting for the question; I hope it comes tomorrow. 
Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 
Dr K.D. HAMES: The reality is that the Labor government committed to opening only 11 beds. We need 
additional beds. We have been discussing with commonwealth officers how we can get the additional funding 
from the commonwealth that we need to open those additional beds. There is a lot of pressure; one lady in 
particular needs to be in that hospital now�a hospital that should have the additional bed space. We need to 
expand that hospital, but the commonwealth funds it. We have had some brief discussions with Nicola Roxon 
about what we can do to improve the funding process in the south west region to ensure that the additional beds 
funded by the commonwealth are opened as soon as possible.  
 


